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What is the HCBS Final Rule?



1. People with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities often receive services from the 
government (Medicaid dollars).



2. The Home and Community Based Services
Final Rule—also called the HCBS Final Rule—
makes sure these services are good for the 
people who receive them.



3. The goal of the HCBS Final Rule is to make sure 
that people with disabilities in residential and 
non-residential settings, day programs and work 
are connected with their communities



4. The Rule does not apply to hospitals, nursing 
homes, Intermediate Care Facility for Individuals 
with Intellectual Disabilities or Institutions for 
mental diseases.



5. The Rule makes sure people with disabilities 
have as many opportunities and choices as 
they can.



6. The Rule supports full access for people 
with disabilities to their communities so 
that they interact regularly with people 
without disabilities.



7. The Rule makes sure people with disabilities 
have as many opportunities and choices as 
they can.



8. The Rule wants individuals to choose where 
they live, what they do, and how they work— 
this is called person-centered planning.



9. The Rule supports what choices individuals 
prefer and protects their rights.



10. The Rule supports individuals to furnish 
and decorate their room however they want. 
The Rule supports individuals to furnish 
and decorate their room however they want.



11. The Rule supports individuals to control 
their own activities and have the visitors 
they choose at any time.



12. The Rule requires individuals to get a lease or 
rental agreement to protect them from being 
forced to leave their home.



 The HCBS Final Rule 
KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

For more information or help with this Rule, 
you can email hcbs@temple.edu

•	 The Rule is about YOU and YOUR everyday life.
•	 The Rule says you get a choice about where 

you live, and who you live with.
•	 The Rule says you get a choice about where 

you spend your day, and how you spend your 
time during the day.

•	 If you think the Rule is not being followed, 
speak up!  Your voice matters.

mailto:hcbs@temple.edu
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